[Chemotherapy of the hormone-refractory prostate cancer].
The scepticism dominating the chemotherapy of the hormone-refractory prostate cancer (HRPC) has been replaced by a wave of enthusiasm. Phase II studies with taxane-containing combination therapies could achieve high response rate in some cases, and HRPC can not longer be deemed resistant to chemotherapy. It remains to be seen whether the combinations offer a survival advantage. This will be tested in phase III studies. Palliative chemotherapy should be considered in patients with HRPC if the initial hormone therapy was effective for a short time only and after several hormone therapies have been completed. Since chemotherapy is not yet an established standard therapy of HRPC, patients should be, if possible, included in clinical studies.